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Only after the last tree has been cut down. 
Only after the last river has been poisoned. 

Only after the last fish has been caught. 
Only then will you find that money cannot be eaten. 

  
Cree Indian Prophecy 

  
21st January 2013  
  
  
5 BABY ELEPHANTS RELEASED  
  
  
We are pleased to announce that 5 of the baby elephants held in bomas in Hwange National Park have been 
released. Animal welfare inspectors and a veterinarian from the ZNSPCA inspected the holding facilities at Umtshibi in 
Hwange National Park and confirmed that the elephants had been held under satisfactory conditions. 
  
The 5 elephant calves were loaded under the supervision of veterinarians, animal welfare inspectors and animal 
transportation specialists. They travelled through the night on Friday and reached their new home in Umfurudzi 
National Park on Saturday morning. They will undergo rehabilitation and be integrated with other elephants. 
  
We would like to thank Lisa Hywood of Tikki Hywood Trust and the ZNSPCA for the part they played in getting the 
elephants released. 
  

     
BABY ELEPHANTS PRIOR TO LOADING UP FOR UMFURUDZI 
  
MORE ELEPHANTS TO BE EXPORTED 
  
The 5 elephants released in Umfurudzi is a hollow victory as we have now discovered that another 4 elephants will be 
exported to China. They have apparently paid for 8 elephants and so far, only 4 have gone. We believe there are 
another 2 elephants in a boma in Victoria Falls awaiting export. We have sent photos of the elephants to elephant 
specialists, Dr Joyce Poole and Cynthia Moss and they have both confirmed that they are aged between 3 and 4 
years old - definitely not older than 4. This means that the elephants have been removed from their mothers while still 
drinking milk from them.  
  
The Public Relations Manager of the Zimbabwe National Parks and Wildlife Authority, Caroline Washaya-Moyo stated 
that they would have to engage China on other arrangements to export 4 baby elephants to the Asian country which 



had ordered 8 elephants. Only 4 elephants were sent last month. Apparently the reason the animals are being 
exported is that National Parks have not been able to pay the wages of their employees for the past 3 months.  
  
We also have unconfirmed reports that these 8 elephants are part of an order of 60 elephants which are due to be 
exported to France, Belgium, Texas and China. We would like to appeal to those people who have placed the orders 
to please cancel them.  
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